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Willard Wattles 

EPITAPH FOR THE UNBURIED DEAD 

The old men sit and sit 

Long after they are dead, 
And no one seems to know of it — 

They look so kind and staid. 

The young men beat the bars 

That hold them fast inside. 
Then one day comes, they beat no more, 

And know not they have died. 



BUT I HAVE LIVED 

Love is in my heart tonight as a bird is in its nest ; 

I will build me a wall of song from the fragrance of thy 

breast. 
For some are wise, and some are not, and some will go their 

way; 
But I have rifled the rose of life, and I have had my day. 
It's many will lay their golden heads in the muck of Flanders 

clay, 
And many are quick and warm tonight who will be cold in 

May; 
But I have lived and I have loved .... a little song is 

best — 
Love is in my heart tonight as a bird is in its nest. 
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